16. Genius: The Life and Science of
Richard Feynman, by James Gleick

THE LIFE AND SCIENCE OF
RICHARD FEYNMAN

JAMES GLEICK

CHAOS

From the author of the national bestseller Chaos comes an outstanding biography
of one of the most dazzling and flamboyant scientists of the 20th century that "not only paints a highly
attractive portrait of Feynman but also . . . makes for a stimulating adventure in the annals of science"

15. “Surely You’re Joking, Mr Feynman!”
by Richard Feynman and Ralph Leighton

EW YORK TTWES BESTSELLER
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\ RICEARR.D. FETRNRN Richard Feynman, winner of the Nobel Prize in physics, thrived on outrageous

adventures. Here he recounts in his inimitable voice his experience trading ideas on atomic physics with
Einstein and Bohr and ideas on gambling with Nick the Greek; cracking the uncrackable safes guarding the
most deeply held nuclear secrets; accompanying a ballet on his bongo drums; painting a naked female
toreador. In short, here is Feynman's life in all its eccentric—a combustible mixture of high intelligence,
unlimited curiosity, and raging chutzpah.



14. D Day — Through German Eyes, The

Hidden Story of June 6" 1944, by Holger
Eckhertz

D DAY
THROUGH
GERMAN

EYES

ot Almost all accounts of D Day are told from the Allied perspective, with the

emphasis on how German resistance was overcome on June 6th 1944. But what was it like to be a German
soldier in the bunkers and gun emplacements of the Normandy coast, facing the onslaught of the mightiest
seaborne invasion in history?

What motivated the German defenders, what were their thought processes - and how did they fight from one
strong point to another, among the dunes and fields, on that first cataclysmic day? What were their
experiences on facing the tanks, the flamethrowers and the devastating air superiority of the Allies?

This book sheds fascinating light on these questions, bringing together statements made by German
survivors after the war, when time had allowed them to reflect on their state of mind, their actions and their

choices of June 6th.

We see a perspective of D Day which deserves to be added to the historical record, in which ordinary
German troops struggled to make sense of the onslaught that was facing them, and emerged stunned at the
weaponry and sheer determination of the Allied soldiers. We see, too, how the Germans fought in the great
coastal bunkers, perceived as impregnable fortresses, but in reality often becoming tombs for their crews.

Above all, we now have the unheard human voices of the individual German soldiers - the men who are so

often portrayed as a faceless mass.



13. Slaying the Tiger, A Year Inside the
Ropes on the New PGA Tour, by Shane Ryan

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER
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“Tiger” Woods. But as his star has fallen, a new, ambitious generation has stepped up to claim the crown.

Once the domain of veterans, golf saw a youth revolution in 2014. In Slaying the Tiger, Shane Ryan
introduces us to the volatile, colorful crop of heirs apparent who are storming the barricades of this

For more than a decade, golf was dominated by one galvanizing figure: Eldrick

traditionally old-fashioned sport.

As the golf writer for Bill Simmons’s Grantland, Shane Ryan is the perfect herald for the sport’s new age.

In Slaying the Tiger, he embeds himself for a season on the PGA Tour, where he finds the game far removed
from the genteel rhythms of yesteryear. Instead, he discovers a group of mercurial talents driven to
greatness by their fear of failure and their relentless perfectionism. From Augusta to Scotland, with an
irreverent and energetic voice, Ryan documents every transcendent moment, every press tent tirade, and
every controversy that made the 2014 Tour one of the most exciting and unpredictable in recent memory.

Here are indelibly drawn profiles of the game’s young guns: Rory Mcliroy, the Northern Irish ace who
stepped forward as the game’s next superstar; Patrick Reed, a brash, boastful competitor with a warrior’s
mentality; Dustin Johnson, the brilliant natural talent whose private habits sabotage his potential; and Jason
Day, a resilient Aussie whose hardscrabble beginnings make him the Tour’s ultimate longshot. Here also is
the bumptious Bubba Watson, a devout Christian known for his unsportsmanlike outbursts on the golf
course; Keegan Bradley, a flinty New Englander who plays with a colossal chip on his shoulder; twenty-one-
year-old Jordan Spieth, a preternaturally mature Texan carrying the hopes of the golf establishment; and
Rickie Fowler, the humble California kid striving to make his golf speak louder than his bright orange

clothes.

Bound by their talent, each one hungrier than the last, these players will vie over the coming decade for the
right to be called the next king of the game. Golf may be slow to change, but in 2014, the wheels were turning
at a feverish pace. Slaying the Tiger offers a dynamic snapshot of a rapidly evolving sport.



12. The Big Oyster, History on the Half
Shell by Mark Kurlansky

NATIDNA[ BESTSELLER
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%« Award-winning author Mark Kurlansky tells the remarkable story of New York by
following the trajectory of one of its most fascinating inhabitants—the oyster.

For centuries New York was famous for this particular shellfish, which until the early 1900s played such a
dominant a role in the city’s life that the abundant bivalves were Gotham’s most celebrated export, a staple
food for all classes, and a natural filtration system for the city’s congested waterways.

Filled with cultural, historical, and culinary insight-along with historic recipes, maps, drawings, and photos—
this dynamic narrative sweeps readers from the seventeenth-century founding of New York to the death of its
oyster beds and the rise of America’s environmentalist movement, from the oyster cellars of the rough-and-
tumble Five Points slums to Manhattan’s Gilded Age dining chambers. With The Big Oyster, Mark Kurlansky
serves up history at its most engrossing, entertaining, and delicious.



11 . Disney Wal' by James B. Stewart
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The dramatic inside story of the downfall of Michael Eisner—Disney
Chairman and CEO—and the scandals that drove America’s best-known entertainment company to civil war.

“When You Wish Upon a Star,” “Whistle While You Work,” “The Happiest Place on Earth”—these are lyrics
indelibly linked to Disney, one of the most admired and best-known companies in the world. So when Roy
Disney, chairman of Walt Disney Animation and nephew of founder Walt Disney, abruptly resigned in
November 2003 and declared war on chairman and chief executive Michael Eisner, he sent shock waves
through the entertainment industry, corporate boardrooms, theme parks, and living rooms around the
world—everywhere Disney does business and its products are cherished.

Drawing on unprecedented access to both Eisner and Roy Disney, current and former Disney executives and
board members, as well as thousands of pages of never-before-seen letters, memos, transcripts, and other
documents, James B. Stewart gets to the bottom of mysteries that have enveloped Disney for years: What
really caused the rupture with studio chairman Jeffrey Katzenberg, a man who once regarded Eisner as a
father but who became his fiercest rival? How could Eisner have so misjudged Michael Ovitz, a man who was
not only “the most powerful man in Hollywood” but also his friend, whom he appointed as Disney president
and immediately wanted to fire? What caused the break between Eisner and Pixar chairman Steve Jobs, and
why did Pixar abruptly abandon its partnership with Disney? Why did Eisner so mistrust Roy Disney that he
assigned Disney company executives to spy on him? How did Eisner control the Disney board for so long,
and what really happened in the fateful board meeting in September 2004, when Eisner played his last
cards?

DisneyWar is an enthralling tale of one of America’s most powerful media and entertainment companies, the
people who control it, and those trying to overthrow them. It tells a story that—in its sudden twists, vivid,
larger-than-life characters, and thrilling climax—might itself have been the subject of a Disney classic—
except that it’s all true.


http://www.amazon.com/James-B.-Stewart/e/B000APBC4I/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1

10. Law of the Jungle: The $19 Billion
Legal Battle Over Oil in the Rain Forest
and the Lawyer Who'd Stop at Nothing
to Win Hardcover

by Pagl M. Barrett
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The gripping story of one American lawyer’s obsessive crusade—waged at any cost—
against Big Oil on behalf of the poor farmers and indigenous tribes of the Amazon rainforest.

Steven Donziger, a self-styled social activist and Harvard educated lawyer, signed on
to a budding class action lawsuit against multinational Texaco (which later merged
with Chevron to become the third-largest corporation in America). The suit sought
reparations for the Ecuadorian peasants and tribes people whose lives were affected
by decades of oil production near their villages and fields. During twenty years of
legal hostilities in federal courts in Manhattan and remote provincial tribunals in the
Ecuadorian jungle, Donziger and Chevron’s lawyers followed fierce no-holds-barred
rules. Donziger, a larger-than-life, loud-mouthed showman, proved himself a master
orchestrator of the media, Hollywood, and public opinion. He cajoled and coerced
Ecuadorian judges on the theory that his noble ends justified any means of
persuasion. And in the end, he won an unlikely victory, a $19 billion judgment against
Chevon--the biggest environmental damages award in history. But the company
refused to surrender or compromise. Instead, Chevron targeted Donziger personally,
and its counter-attack revealed damning evidence of his politicking and manipulation


http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Paul+M.+Barrett&search-alias=books&text=Paul+M.+Barrett&sort=relevancerank

of evidence. Suddenly the verdict, and decades of Donziger’s single-minded pursuit of
the case, began to unravel.

Written with the texture and flair of the best narrative nonfiction, Law of the Jungle is

an unputdownable story in which there are countless victims, a vast region of ruined
rivers and polluted rainforest, but very few heroes.

9. Crude Awakening: Chevron in Ecuador

by Michael D. Goldhaber
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A behind-the-scenes look at the world’s biggest and most tangled legal case.

On their way to winning a $19 billion verdict against Chevron in Ecuador, lawyers for
the Amazonian plaintiffs invite a documentary film crew to record their every move.
Unfortunately, their every move includes fraud. Chevron subpoenas the outtakes, and
follows the clues from one improbable fraud to another. In time, the oil company turns
the tables, and sues the plaintiffs for racketeering. The drama culminates in a classic
New York “counter-trial,” where it’s the testimony of one corrupt ex-judge against
another.

A detective story and courtroom drama, with an epilogue of keen commentary, Crude
Awakening is the definitive account of Chevron’s struggle to prove that the truth is the
truth—even when the truth is on the side of the big bad oil company, and not on the
side of the charismatic little guy fighting for the indigenous people of the Amazon rain


http://www.amazon.com/Michael-D.-Goldhaber/e/B001JS7LO0/ref=dp_byline_cont_ebooks_1

forest. Crude Awakening will captivate both students of law and students of human
nature.

8. BOOM: Oil, Money, Cowboys, Strippers,
and the Energy Rush That Could Change
America Forever .y rony Howit

foss A N 2.2 LT i

OIL. MONEY, COWROYS. STRIPPERS,
AND THE ENERGY RUSH THAT
COULD CHANGE AMERICA FOREVER

In BOOM, prize—winning reporter Tony Horwitz takes a spirited road trip through the
wild new frontier of energy in North America. His journey begins in subarctic Alberta,
where thousands of miners labor in an industrial moonscape to extract the region’s
oil-rich tar sands. Horwitz then follows the route of the proposed Keystone XL
Pipeline that may carry tar-sands oil from Canada across Montana, the Dakotas, and
Nebraska en route to Gulf Coast refineries.

Horwitz’s 4000-mile adventure brings him into contact with astonishing characters on
all sides of the energy boom. He meets “rig pigs” and “cement heads” hoping to make
a quick fortune laboring in the oilfields; casino operators and strippers eager to
relieve workers of their high wages; farmers and Native Americans who fear the
pipeline’s impact on land, water, and climate; and Keystone cowboys who tout the
economic benefits of the oil-rush in progress on the Plains. BOOM is both a gritty,


http://www.amazon.com/Tony-Horwitz/e/B000APAGJA/ref=dp_byline_cont_ebooks_1

boots-on-the ground odyssey and a profound exploration of what’s at stake—for the
environment, the economy, and foreign policy—as America becomes the largest
energy producer in the world.

7. An Empire of Wealth: The Epic History
of American EConomicC uy sonn steete cordon

i~

A IN E M Pl R E The Epic History

of American

OF WEALTH s

JOHN STEELE GORDON

Throughout time, from ancient Rome to modern Britain, the great empires built and maintained their
domination through force of arms and political power. But not the United States. America has dominated
the world in a new, peaceful, and pervasive way - through the continued creation of staggering wealth. In
this authoritative, engrossing history, John Steele Gordon captures as never before the true source of our
nation's global influence: wealth and the capacity to create more of it.

From Publishers Weekly

The word "epic" in the subtitle is a tip-off that instead of a critical history of the American economy, this
book is a celebration of it. Nothing wrong with that, especially when the tale's told breezily and accurately.
In fact, Gordon (The Scarlet Woman of Wall Street) notes the many stumbles and the frequent
foolishness and corruption that attended the nation's rise as an economic powerhouse. The larger story of
success is, in fact, an extraordinary one. The trouble is that the American economy, like every other,
bends much out of shape. It has always provided opportunity but always with too much inequality. A full
history of the American economy would take this into consideration—in the past as well as the present,
and Gordon's doesn't. Also, his book sometimes wanders off into irrelevant subjects, like the origins of the
computer, but his grasp of the larger picture is sure and his prose bright. His chapter on Northern and
Southern Civil War finances is a model of its kind. Those seeking an introduction to the general history of
American economic power will find few better places to start, as long as they keep in mind that the
nation's economy is not perfect, its benefits not unalloyed and its future domination of other economic
powerhouses by no means assured.

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. --This text
refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.


http://www.amazon.com/John-Steele-Gordon/e/B000APFJLU/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1

From Booklist

Gordon, a financial historian, tells the story of America's dynamic power, which is tied to its
entrepreneurial culture and immense economic wealth. From the settlement at Jamestown (which was
founded by a profit-seeking corporation) to the birth of the Internet, our history is replete with people who
made America great with their hard work; ambition; ingenuity and, in the author's view, dumb luck. We
learn that American power lies in its widely distributed wealth, the capacity of its people to create more
wealth, and limitless imagination in developing new ways to use wealth productively. Others want to have
what we have and adopt our ways because America is the global beacon of economic success.
Engagingly tracing U.S. history from its earliest days to the tragedy of September 11, 2001, Gordon tells
the tale of a crooked path of triumph and disaster, daring and timidity, and great individuals and fools. The
author shows that ours is a case study in liberty. Mary Whaley

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved --This text refers to an out of print or
unavailable edition of this title.

6. The Innovators: How a Group of
Hackers, Geniuses, and Geeks Created
the Digital RGVO'UtiOI’I by Walter Isaacson

Great Book!! My only gripe would be that it doesn’t discuss the relational database
innovators.

Following his blockbuster biography of Steve Jobs, The Innovators is Walter Isaacson’s
revealing story of the people who created the computer and the Internet. It is destined to be
the standard history of the digital revolution and an indispensable guide to how innovation


http://www.amazon.com/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801
http://www.amazon.com/Walter-Isaacson/e/B000APFLB8/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1

really happens.

What were the talents that allowed certain inventors and entrepreneurs to turn their visionary
ideas into disruptive realities? What led to their creative leaps? Why did some succeed and
others fail?

In his masterly saga, Isaacson begins with Ada Lovelace, Lord Byron’s daughter, who
pioneered computer programming in the 1840s. He explores the fascinating personalities that
created our current digital revolution, such as Vannevar Bush, Alan Turing, John von
Neumann, J.C.R. Licklider, Doug Engelbart, Robert Noyce, Bill Gates, Steve Wozniak, Steve
Jobs, Tim Berners-Lee, and Larry Page.

This is the story of how their minds worked and what made them so inventive. It’s also a
narrative of how their ability to collaborate and master the art of teamwork made them even
more creative.

For an era that seeks to foster innovation, creativity, and teamwork, The Innovators shows
how they happen.

5. The Violinist's Thumb: And Other Lost
Tales of Love, War, and Genius, as
Written by Our Genetic Code ., sam«ean

ERTHE DISAPPEARING EFRUN

NATIONAL
BESTSELLER £

In The Disappearing Spoon, bestselling author Sam Kean unlocked the mysteries of the
periodic table. In THE VIOLINIST'S THUMB, he explores the wonders of the magical
building block of life: DNA.

There are genes to explain crazy cat ladies, why other people have no fingerprints, and
why some people survive nuclear bombs. Genes illuminate everything from JFK's bronze
skin (it wasn't a tan) to Einstein's genius. They prove that Neanderthals and humans bred
thousands of years more recently than any of us would feel comfortable thinking. They



can even allow some people, because of the exceptional flexibility of their thumbs and
fingers, to become truly singular violinists.

Kean's vibrant storytelling once again makes science entertaining, explaining human
history and whimsy while showing how DNA will influence our species' future.

4. See No Evil: The True Story of a
Ground Soldier in the CIA's War on
TerroriSm oy rovert sacr

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER
A A

THE TRUE STORY OF
A GROUND SOLBIER
IN THE CIA'S

WAR ON TERRORISM

THE TRUE STORY THAT SUGGESTED
THE MAJOR MOTION PICTURE
“SYRIANA"

FROM WARNER BROS. FICTURES
STARRING GEORGE CLOONEY

In his explosive New York Times bestseller, top CIA operative Robert Baer paints a chilling picture of
how terrorism works on the inside and provides startling evidence of how Washington politics
sabotaged the CIA’s efforts to root out the world’s deadliest terrorists, allowing for the rise of Osama
bin Laden and Al Qaeda and the continued entrenchment of Saddam Hussein in Iraq.

A veteran case officer in the CIA’s Directorate of Operations in the Middle East, Baer witnessed the
rise of terrorism first hand and the CIA’s inadequate response to it, leading to the attacks of
September 11, 2001. This riveting book is both an indictment of an agency that lost its way and an
unprecedented look at the roots of modern terrorism, and includes a new afterword in which Baer
speaks out about the American war on terrorism and its profound implications throughout the Middle
East.

“Robert Baer was considered perhaps the best on-the-ground field
officer in the Middle East.”
—Seymour M. Hersh, The New Yorker


http://www.amazon.com/Robert-Baer/e/B001IQZM0I/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1

3. Crash Course: The American
Automobile Industry's Road to
Bankruptcy and Bailout-and Beyond ., ..

Ingrassia

Vg e s 1 3
JIAMES B STEW

CRASH
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THE AMERICAN

AUTOMOBILE

INDUSTRY'S ROAD
TO BANKRUPTEY AND
BAILOUT — AND BEYOND
PAUL INGRASSIA
T

—

WITH AN UPDATER AFTEAWORD BY THE AUTHOR

This is the epic saga of the American automobile industry’s rise and demise, a compelling story of hubris,
missed opportunities, and self-inflicted wounds that culminates with the president of the United States
ushering two of Detroit’s Big Three car companies—once proud symbols of prosperity—through bankruptcy.
With unprecedented access, Pulitzer Prize winner Paul Ingrassia takes us from factory floors to small-town
dealerships to Detroit’s boardrooms to the White House. Ingrassia answers the big questions: Was Detroit’s
self-destruction inevitable? What were the key turning points? Why did Japanese automakers manage
American workers better than the American companies themselves did? Complete with a new Afterword
providing fresh insights into the continuing upheaval in the auto industry—the travails of Toyota, the
revolving-door management and IPO at General Motors, the unexpected progress at Chrysler, and the
Obama administration’s stake in Detroit’s recovery—Crash Course addresses a critical question: America
bailed out GM, but who will bail out America?



http://www.amazon.com/Paul-Ingrassia/e/B001KE24WM/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
http://www.amazon.com/Paul-Ingrassia/e/B001KE24WM/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1

2. Inventing Niagara: Beauty, Power, and Lies v,

Ginger Strand

1. Salt Sugar Fat: How the Food Giants
Hooked Us by Michael Moss

#1 New York Times bestseller
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Every year, the average American eats thirty-three pounds of cheese and
seventy pounds of sugar. Every day, we ingest 8,500 milligrams of salt, double the recommended
amount, almost none of which comes from the shakers on our table. It comes from processed food, an
industry that hauls in $1 trillion in annual sales. In Salt Sugar Fat, Pulitzer Prize—winning investigative
reporter Michael Moss shows how we ended up here. Featuring examples from Kraft, Coca-Cola,
Lunchables, Frito-Lay, Nestlé, Oreos, Capri Sun, and many more, Moss’s explosive, empowering
narrative is grounded in meticulous, eye-opening research. He takes us into labs where scientists
calculate the “bliss point” of sugary beverages, unearths marketing techniques taken straight from
tobacco company playbooks, and talks to concerned insiders who make startling confessions. Just as
millions of “heavy users” are addicted to salt, sugar, and fat, so too are the companies that peddle them.
You will never look at a nutrition label the same way again.


http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=ntt_athr_dp_sr_1?_encoding=UTF8&field-author=Ginger%20Strand&search-alias=books&sort=relevancerank
http://www.amazon.com/Michael-Moss/e/B00ABPJULY/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1?qid=1422033019&sr=1-1
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12. The Boom: How Fracking Ignited the American
Energy Revolution and Changed the World by

Russell Gold
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RUSSELL GOLD

SENR ENERGY FEFORTER, TUE WALL STRELT JOIMNAL

Russell Gold, a brilliant and dogged investigative reporter at The Wall Street Journal, has spent more than
a decade reporting on one of the biggest stories of our time: the spectacular, world-changing rise of
“fracking.” Recognized as a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize and a recipient of the Gerald Loeb Award for his
work, Gold has traveled along the pipelines and into the hubs of this country’s energy infrastructure; he
has visited frack sites from Texas to North Dakota; and he has conducted thousands of interviews with
engineers and wildcatters, CEOs and roughnecks, environmentalists and politicians. He has also sifted
through reams of engineering reports, lawsuit transcripts, and financial filings. The result is an essential

book—a commanding piece of journalism, an astounding study of human ingenuity, and an epic work of
storytelling.

Fracking has vociferous critics and fervent defenders, but the debate between these camps has obscured
the actual story: Fracking has become a fixture of the American landscape and the global economy. It has
upended the business models of energy companies around the globe, and it has started to change
geopolitics and global energy markets in profound ways. Gold tells the story of this once-obscure oilfield
technology—a story with an incredible cast of tycoons and geologists, dreamers and drillers, speculators
and skeptics, a story that answers a critical question of our time: Where will the energy come from to
power our world—and what price will we have to pay for it?

11. The Frackers: The Outrageous Inside Story of the New Billionaire
Wildcatters by Gregory Zuckerman

GREGORY ZUCKERMAN

Things looked grim for American energy in 2006, but a handful of wildcatters were determined
to tap massive deposits of oil and gas that giants like Exxon and Chevron had ignored. They
risked everything on a new process called fracking. Within a few years, they solved America’s

dependence on imported energy, triggered a global environmental controversy, and made and
lost astonishing fortunes.


http://www.amazon.com/Russell-Gold/e/B00DQCXGHS/ref=ntt_athr_dp_pel_1
http://www.amazon.com/Gregory-Zuckerman/e/B002NWVK2K/ref=ntt_athr_dp_pel_1

No one understands the frackers—their ambitions, personalities, and foibles—better than Wall
Street Journal reporter Gregory Zuckerman. His exclusive access drives this dramatic
narrative, which stretches from North Dakota to Texas to Wall Street.

10. Outpost: Life on the Frontlines of American Diplomacy: A Memoir by
Christopher R. Hill

CHRISTOPHER R. HILL

An “inside the room” memoir from one of our most distinguished ambassadors who—in a
career of service to the country—was sent to some of the most dangerous outposts of
American diplomacy. From the wars in the Balkans to the brutality of North Korea to the
endless war in Iraq, this is the real life of an American diplomat.

Hill was on the front lines in the Balkans at the breakup of Yugoslavia. He takes us from one-
on-one meetings with the dictator Milosevic, to Bosnia and Kosovo, to the Dayton conference,
where a truce was brokered. Hill draws upon lessons learned as a Peace Corps volunteer in
Cameroon early on in his career and details his prodigious experience as a US ambassador. He
was the first American Ambassador to Macedonia; Ambassador to Poland, where he also
served in the depth of the cold war; Ambassador to South Korea and chief disarmament
negotiator in North Korea; and Hillary Clinton’s hand-picked Ambassador to Iraq.

Hill’s account is an adventure story of danger, loss of comrades, high stakes negotiations, and
imperfect options. There are fascinating portraits of war criminals (Mladic, Karadzic), of
presidents and vice presidents (Clinton, Bush and Cheney, and Obama), of Secretaries of
State (Madeleine Albright, Colin Powell, Condoleezza Rice, and Hillary Clinton), of Secretary of
Defense Robert Gates, and of Ambassadors Richard Holbrooke and Lawrence Eagleburger. Hill
writes bluntly about the bureaucratic warfare in DC and expresses strong criticism of
America’s aggressive interventions and wars of choice.

9. The Tell: The Little Clues That Reveal Big Truths about Who We Are by
Matthew Hertenstein


http://www.amazon.com/Christopher-R.-Hill/e/B00PKTZIP8/ref=ntt_athr_dp_pel_1
http://www.amazon.com/Matthew-Hertenstein/e/B008F0Q1UA/ref=ntt_athr_dp_pel_1
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MATTHEW HERTENETEIN

Every day we make predictions based on limited information, in business and at home.
Will this company’s stock performance continue? Will the job candidate I just
interviewed be a good employee? What kind of adult will my child grow up to be? We
tend to dismiss our predictive minds as prone to bias and mistakes, but in The Tell,
psychologist Matthew Hertenstein reveals that our intuition is surprisingly good at
using small clues to make big predictions, and shows how we can make better
decisions by homing in on the right details.

Just as expert poker players use their opponents’ tells to see through their bluffs,
Hertenstein shows that we can likewise train ourselves to read physical cues to
significantly increase our predictive acumen. By looking for certain clues, we can
accurately call everything from election results to the likelihood of marital success, IQ
scores to sexual orientation—even from flimsy evidence, such as an old yearbook
photo or a silent one-minute video. Moreover, by understanding how people read our
body language, we can adjust our own behavior so as to ace our next job interview or
tip the dating scales in our favor.

Drawing on rigorous research in psychology and brain science, Hertenstein shows us
how to hone our powers of observation to increase our predictive capacities. A
charming testament to the power of the human mind, The Tellwill, to paraphrase
Sherlock Holmes, show us how to notice what we see.

8. Flu: The Story Of The Great Influenza Pandemic of 1918 and the
Search for the Virus that Caused It

N
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A national bestseller, the fast-paced and gripping account of the Great Flu
Epidemic of 1918 from acclaimed science journalist Gina Kolata, now featuring a
new epilogue about avian flu.

When we think of plagues, we think of AIDS, Ebola, anthrax spores, and, of course,
the Black Death. But in 1918 the Great Flu Epidemic killed an estimated 40 million
people virtually overnight. If such a plague returned today, taking a comparable
percentage of the U.S. population with it, 1.5 million Americans would die.

In Flu, Gina Kolata, an acclaimed reporter for The New York Times, unravels the
mystery of this lethal virus with the high drama of a great adventure story. From
Alaska to Norway, from the streets of Hong Kong to the corridors of the White
House, Kolata tracks the race to recover the live pathogen and probes the fear that
has impelled government policy.

A gripping work of science writing, Flu addresses the prospects for a great
epidemic’s recurrence and considers what can be done to prevent it.

7. All the Presidents' Bankers: The Hidden Alliances that Drive
American Power by Nomi Prins
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Who rules America?

All the Presidents’ Bankers is a groundbreaking narrative of how an elite group of
men transformed the American economy and government, dictated foreign and
domestic policy, and shaped world history.

Culled from original presidential archival documents, All the Presidents’
Bankers delivers an explosive account of the hundred-year interdependence
between the White House and Wall Street that transcends a simple analysis of
money driving politics—or greed driving bankers.
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Prins ushers us into the intimate world of exclusive clubs, vacation spots, and Ivy
League universities that binds presidents and financiers. She unravels the multi-
generational blood, intermarriage, and protégé relationships that have confined
national influence to a privileged cluster of people. These families and individuals
recycle their power through elected office and private channels in Washington, DC.

All the Presidents’ Bankers sheds new light on pivotal historic events—such as
why, after the Panic of 1907, America’s dominant bankers convened to fashion the
Federal Reserve System; how J. P. Morgan’s ambitions motivated President
Wilson during World War I; how Chase and National City Bank chairmen worked
secretly with President Roosevelt to rescue capitalism during the Great
Depression while J.P. Morgan Jr. invited Roosevelt’s son yachting; and how
American financiers collaborated with President Truman to construct the World
Bank and IMF after World War II.

Prins divulges how, through the Cold War and Vietnam era, presidents and
bankers pushed America’s superpower status and expansion abroad, while
promoting broadly democratic values and social welfare at home. But from the
1970s, Wall Street’s rush to secure Middle East oil profits altered the nature of
political-financial alliances. Bankers’ profit motive trumped heritage and allegiance
to public service, while presidents lost control over the economy—as was
dramatically evident in the financial crisis of 2008.

This unprecedented history of American power illuminates how the same
financiers retained their authoritative position through history, swaying presidents
regardless of party affiliation. All the Presidents’ Bankers explores the alarming
global repercussions of a system lacking barriers between public office and
private power. Prins leaves us with an ominous choice: either we break the
alliances of the power elite, or they will break us.

6. Sons of Wichita: How the Koch Brothers Became America's Most
Powerful and Private Dynasty by Daniel Schulman
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Like the Rockefellers and the Kennedys, the Kochs are one of the most influential
dynasties of the modern age, but they have never been the subject of a major
biography... until now.

Not long after the death of his father, Charles Koch, then in his early 30s, discovered
a letter the family patriarch had written to his sons. "You will receive what now seems
to be a large sum of money," Fred Koch cautioned. "It may either be a blessing or a
curse."

Fred's legacy would become a blessing and a curse to his four sons-Frederick,
Charles, and fraternal twins David and Bill-who in the ensuing decades fought bitterly
over their birthright, the oil and cattle-ranching empire their father left behind in 1967.
Against a backdrop of scorched-earth legal skirmishes, Charles and David built Koch
Industries into one of the largest private corporations in the world-bigger than Boeing
and Disney-and they rose to become two of the wealthiest men on the planet.

Influenced by the sentiments of their father, who was present at the birth of the John
Birch Society, Charles and David have spent decades trying to remake the American
political landscape and mainline their libertarian views into the national bloodstream.
They now control a machine that is a center of gravity within the Republican Party.
To their supporters, they are liberating America from the scourge of Big Government.
To their detractors, they are political "contract killers," as David Axelrod, President
Barack Obama's chief strategist, put it during the 2012 campaign.

Bill, meanwhile, built a multi-billion dollar energy empire all his own, and earned
notoriety as an America's Cup-winning yachtsman, a flamboyant playboy, and as a
litigious collector of fine wine and Western memorabilia. Frederick lived an intensely
private life as an arts patron, refurbishing a series of historic homes and estates.



SONS OF WICHITA traces the complicated lives and legacies of these four tycoons,
as well as their business, social, and political ambitions. No matter where you fall on
the ideological spectrum, the Kochs are one of the most influential dynasties of our
era, but so little is publicly known about this family, their origins, how they make their
money, and how they live their lives. Based on hundreds of interviews with friends,
relatives, business associates, and many others, SONS OF WICHITA is the first
major biography about this wealthy and powerful family-warts and all.

5. Flash Boys by Michael Lewis
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Four years after his #1 bestseller The Big Short, Michael Lewis returns to Wall Street
to report on a high-tech predator stalking the equity markets.

Flash Boys is about a small group of Wall Street guys who figure out that the U.S.
stock market has been rigged for the benefit of insiders and that, post—financial
crisis, the markets have become not more free but less, and more controlled by the
big Wall Street banks. Working at different firms, they come to this realization
separately; but after they discover one another, the flash boys band together and set
out to reform the financial markets. This they do by creating an exchange in which
high-frequency trading—source of the most intractable problems—uwill have no
advantage whatsoever.

The characters in Flash Boys are fabulous, each completely different from what you
think of when you think “Wall Street guy.” Several have walked away from jobs in the
financial sector that paid them millions of dollars a year. From their new vantage
point they investigate the big banks, the world’s stock exchanges, and high-
frequency trading firms as they have never been investigated, and expose the many
strange new ways that Wall Street generates profits.

The light that Lewis shines into the darkest corners of the financial world may not be
good for your blood pressure, because if you have any contact with the market, even
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a retirement account, this story is happening to you. But in the end, Flash Boys is an
uplifting read. Here are people who have somehow preserved a moral sense in an
environment where you don’t get paid for that; they have perceived an
institutionalized injustice and are willing to go to war to fix it.

4. The Bully Pulpit: Theodore Roosevelt, William Howard Taft, and the
Golden Age of Journalism Hardcover by Doris Kearns Goodwin
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One of the Best Books of the Year as chosen by The New York Times, The Washington
Post, The Economist, Time, USA TODAY, Christian Science Monitor, and more. “A tale so
gripping that one questions the need for fiction when real life is so plump with drama and
intrigue” (Associated Press).

The gap between rich and poor has never been wider...legislative stalemate paralyzes the
country...corporations resist federal regulations...spectacular mergers produce giant
companies...the influence of money in politics deepens...bombs explode in crowded
streets...small wars proliferate far from our shores...a dizzying array of inventions speeds
the pace of daily life.

These unnervingly familiar headlines serve as the backdrop for Doris Kearns Goodwin’s
highly anticipated The Bully Pulpit—a dynamic history of the first decade of the
Progressive era, that tumultuous time when the nation was coming unseamed and reform
was in the air.

The story is told through the intense friendship of Theodore Roosevelt and William
Howard Taft—a close relationship that strengthens both men before it ruptures in 1912,
when they engage in a brutal fight for the presidential nomination that divides their wives,
their children, and their closest friends, while crippling the progressive wing of the
Republican Party, causing Democrat Woodrow Wilson to be elected, and changing the
country’s history.

The Bully Pulpit is also the story of the muckraking press, which arouses the spirit of
reform that helps Roosevelt push the government to shed its laissez-faire attitude toward
robber barons, corrupt politicians, and corporate exploiters of our natural resources. The
muckrakers are portrayed through the greatest group of journalists ever assembled at one
magazine—Ida Tarbell, Ray Stannard Baker, Lincoln Steffens, and William Allen White—
teamed under the mercurial genius of publisher S. S. McClure.

Goodwin’s narrative is founded upon a wealth of primary materials. The correspondence
of more than four hundred letters between Roosevelt and Taft begins in their early thirties
and ends only months before Roosevelt’s death. Edith Roosevelt and Nellie Taft kept
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diaries. The muckrakers wrote hundreds of letters to one another, kept journals, and wrote
their memoirs. The letters of Captain Archie Butt, who served as a personal aide to both
Roosevelt and Taft, provide an intimate view of both men.

The Bully Pulpit, like Goodwin’s brilliant chronicles of the Civil War and World War I,
exquisitely demonstrates her distinctive ability to combine scholarly rigor with accessibility.
It is a major work of history—an examination of leadership in a rare moment of activism
and reform that brought the country closer to its founding ideals.

3. The Brothers: John Foster Dulles, Allen Dulles, and Their Secret
World War by Stephen Kinzer
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A joint biography of John Foster Dulles and Allen Dulles, who led the United States into an
unseen war that decisively shaped today’s world

During the 1950s, when the Cold War was at its peak, two immensely powerful brothers led the
United States into a series of foreign adventures whose effects are still shaking the world.

John Foster Dulles was secretary of state while his brother, Allen Dulles, was director of the
Central Intelligence Agency. In this book, Stephen Kinzer places their extraordinary lives against
the background of American culture and history. He uses the framework of biography to ask: Why
does the United States behave as it does in the world?

The Brothers explores hidden forces that shape the national psyche, from religious piety to
Western movies—many of which are about a noble gunman who cleans up a lawless town by
killing bad guys. This is how the Dulles brothers saw themselves, and how many Americans still
see their country’s role in the world.

Propelled by a quintessentially American set of fears and delusions, the Dulles brothers launched
violent campaigns against foreign leaders they saw as threats to the United States. These
campaigns helped push countries from Guatemala to the Congo into long spirals of violence, led
the United States into the Vietham War, and laid the foundation for decades of hostility between
the United States and countries from Cuba to Iran.

The story of the Dulles brothers is the story of America. It illuminates and helps explain the
modern history of the United States and the world.

A Kirkus Reviews Best Nonfiction Book of 2013.

If you want to know why some folks hate Americans, this is the
book for you. Overt and Covert funding to remove Mossadegh in Iran,
Arbenz in Guatemala, Sukarno in Indonesia, Lumumba in the Congo, and
of course, Ho Chi Minh in Vietnam and Cuba’s Castro. The brothers
planned assassinations, blackmailed with porno movies, and did whatever
it took. A fear of Russian communism far greater than a fear of Hitler
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distorted their thinking pre WWII and led them to spend billions of our
dollars on crazy schemes and interference in other countries afterwards.
Independent thinking was impossible and an “us or them” mentality stirred
up the world. Countries that wanted to be neutral were branded as
communists. Lyndon Johnson: the CIA was “running a goddamn Murder,
Inc. in the Caribbean.”

2. The Potato: How the Humble Spud Rescued the Western World by
Larry Zuckerman

The Potato tells the story of how a humble vegetable, once regarded as
trash food, had as revolutionary an impact on Western history as the
railroad or the automobile. Using Ireland, England, France, and the United
States as examples, Larry Zuckerman shows how daily life from the 1770s
until World War | would have been unrecognizable-perhaps impossible-
without the potato, which functioned as fast food, famine insurance, fuel
and labor saver, budget stretcher, and bank loan, as well as delicacy.
Drawing on personal diaries, contemporaneous newspaper accounts, and
other primary sources, this is popular social history at its liveliest and most
illuminating.

13 Bankers: The Wall Street Takeover and the Next Financial
Meltdown by Simon Johnson
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In spite of its key role in creating the ruinous financial crisis of 2008, the American
banking industry has grown bigger, more profitable, and more resistant to regulation
than ever. Anchored by six megabanks whose assets amount to more than 60
percent of the country’s gross domestic product, this oligarchy proved it could first
hold the global economy hostage and then use its political muscle to fight off
meaningful reform. 13 Bankers brilliantly charts the rise to power of the financial
sector and forcefully argues that we must break up the big banks if we want to avoid
future financial catastrophes.

Updated, with new analysis of the government’s recent attempt to reform the banking
industry, this is a timely and expert account of our troubled political economy.




